66	THE FOUNTAIN	l
before you come. Can  you put in   your time until
*T11 go and dig in libraries at Leiden and Amsterdam
and the Hague, and collect more books."
"Good," said Ballater. "I'm going to buy a car. Do you
know anything about cars?"
On the last day he would spend in the fort, a day of
February so boon and mild that it seemed already to have
spring in it, Lewis went out on to the ramparts carrying
with him one of the few books that he had saved from
the crating of his library. It remained long in the grip of
his arm while he observed in a mood of peaceful accept-
ance how the new year, whose movement he would no
longer witness from this place, was repeating the miracles
with which the old had received him. The cottage gardens
beyond the moat were flecked with snowdrops; in the elms,
rooks were pairing again; and I, with my crate of books
that must go with me everywhere, he said, I am frosted
in knowledge and cannot renew myself. I listen but hear
no voice. I am like a tree in which the sap does not rise.
And he began to ask himself, as he had asked many times,
by what discipline he might attain to that stillness which
should enable him to hear and to that brilliance of percep-
tion which should enable him to see. But the disciplines
and compulsions of life are not all; they are what a man
may do for himself, but he cannot do all. As he cannot be
& poet by will, or a lover by will, neither by will alone can
he become a creature of the spirit, but by a yielding, an
abandonment—he put the thought away from him for he
could not complete it, and sat down among the elm trees
that overlooked the water, wondering whether the elms at
Enkcndaal of which Ballater had spoken stood near the
brim of the Castle lakes. Here their images and the image
of the grassy bank on which he was sitting were so held in
the metallic surface of the moat that they seemed to be
engraved upon it* He would remember the fort by their
Quietness even more than by the grey shadows and flecked,
infrequent sunshine of Jedwell's room, more than by the

